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 Recently a tragedy struck someone 
that Sara and I know. Needless to say that those 
around this family rallied. Those who had been 
touched by a similar tragedy began to talk about 
what they had gone through, the lessons learned. 
Some of these lessons were about who needs to be 
contacted as well as what papers should and should-
n’t be signed. Thankfully these brothers and sisters in 
Christ were able to speak in spite of their own trau-
ma and tragedy and transform their own moment of 
pain to help someone else who was going through a 
similar pain.  

 I’ve seen several moments like this in the 
past few months. I’ve seen moments where church 
members went the extra mile, put themselves out 
there, rallied around someone who was in pain and 
hurting. Honestly I don’t think that I’ve ever been 
prouder of the Church as I was in these moments. 
Each time you literally saw the church as it should 
be. These moments have a heartwarming effect on us 
as we see someone who is in a place of need getting 
the assistance that they need.  

 But as wonderful and heartfelt as these mo-
ments are it begs the question of whether this is the 
norm. Is it common for us? Is it something that hap-
pens every day? 

 Once I was approached by someone seeking a 
moment of my time. They had wanted to compliment 
how welcoming, loving and caring Hurley Reformed 
had been to them. At the end of their compliment was 
a statement, “it’s too bad that it isn’t normal for 
churches.” If the earlier statement complimenting 
this congregation picked my heart up, that comment 
dashed it on the ground. Sadder still is knowing the 
reality that they weren’t all that wrong.  

 Now to begin, I don’t know this person or their 

back story. But I do know a few others who entering a 
church building is filled with emotions, one of which 
is fear. Fear of how they will be treated, fear of past 
hurts and issues. When we encounter persons our 
knee jerk reaction may be to be defensive. Well we’re 
not them, that is the person who hurt them. And 
while factually correct, it seldom advances the con-
versation.  

 In moments like this all you can do is love 
them, and love them as they are. You cannot undo the 
hurt of the past or the history that they lived out. The 
pain and hurt that they experienced the challenges, 
slights and the like are not ours to bear. All you can 
do is live out Christ’s call and love them as a neigh-
bor. Welcome them as Christ would, love them as he 
would. The challenge for us, that is the church, is to 
live out Christ’s command to love our neighbor.  

 It is up to us, to change those moments of 
compassion where we step up and act when tragedy 
strikes, to a lifetime of loving our neighbors. Those 
heartwarming moments where a body of believers 
rally around someone in need should become com-
monplace as the church makes them happen day in 
and day out. Like everything it needs to start some-
where. Why not this Holy Week and Easter? Why not 
now? May the day of resurrection resurrect within us 
the sustainability of compassion for one another at 
all times. Happy Easter and 
may we all continue to serve 
our Lord, Amen. 

  



 

       April 

April 5    Maggie Sass and Kathy Jansen 

April 12   Wally Cook  and Jim Gregory 

April 19   Jeanne Quenzer and Bonnie Dumas 

April 26  Jeanne Quenzer and Dino Sumerano 

 

 
Deacon for April 

Is 

Jeanne Quenzer 

Social Solos meets on April 8, 2026@ noon 

Anyone wishing to join please contact  
Rev. Deb Zuill for an invite at  

attitudema50@aol.com or 845-247-9157 

 

Reach out to those who need your support 

 in their day to day needs:   

Please keep them in your prayers. 

Judy Bell (Terry Gaffken’s mom)  

Lori Pinkham is Wingate at Ulster                                 

Terry Conlin 

Marilyn and the More Family  



 

April 5                    Easter Service 7am & 10am 
       & Communion 
April 5, 12, 19, 26               Worship 
April 7, 14, 21, 28               Bible Study 
April 6, 13, 20. 27              TaiChi @1pm 
April 3, 10,17, 24     Sew and So    
                                              & Knitters 
April 13                                Consistory Meeting 
April 8                                 Social Solos 
Tues, Thurs & Sat.           Karate 
 
 
May 3  @11am -All Church Birthday Party 
May 11 @9am –Parking Lot Line Painting 
May 16 @9am-Spring Clean-Up Day 
May 30 @10am-225th Community Celebration 
June 7 @10am-Worship Celebration 
June 14 @11am-Salad Share 
July 18-Hawaiian Bingo 
August 30 @11am-Church Cookout 

Please join us for Worship 
 every Sunday at 10am with Refreshments 

served after in the Hall. 
Sign up sheets are posted in the Hall for 

flowers and refreshments. 

 

If you are unable to attend Worship in per-
son please join us through our Zoom link. It 
can be found on our webpage on the right 
side under our bulletin and on the left side 

under Worship Material. 
 

When the time comes and you are faced with a funeral 
of a loved one, or a celebration of a baptism the Hurley 

Reformed Church would like to offer a hand. 

The Celebration Committee is happy to help you with 
the repast after the funeral service or the celebration for 
the baptism. We will do the set-up of the hall, serve the 
food (although we cannot supply the food), and we will 

do all the clean up afterward. 

If you would like more information about this, please 
speak with Rev. Appleyard-Pekich. 

 

Happy Birthday, Happy Birthday, Happy Birthday 
to..Us   

Sunday, May 3rd, our after worship Coffee Hour will 
be a special time to celebrate each other with an all 

church birthday party.  We will gather in Schadewald 
Hall and find our place at the table set for the month of 

our birthday.  Tables will be grouped seasonally—
Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall.  Visit with others 
while enjoying refreshments and, of course, birthday 
cake.  Do you have a birthday twin?  Come and find 

out!    



 

Wayne Waligurski 1 

Travis Horvers 2 

Mildred Mattison 4 

Barbara Bondar 4 

Trevor Davenport                                   4 

Kathy Hauck 5 

Fred Kurtz 6 

Esther Stickley 11 

Christine Beesmer 14 

Jim Sass                                              14 

Zachary Burns 15 

Lily Barra 16 

Kyle Constant 17 

Ann Every  17 

Joan Sutton 19 

Todd Jordan 19 

Jane Merrill 20 

Kinsley LeLay 20 

Lauren Schaffrick 20 

Colin Sass 22 

Karen Waligurski 25 

Kendra Rubino 26 

Miranda Davenport 27 

Mackenzie Dockery 27 

Cody Baker 27 

Julie Jordan 27 

Emily Waligurski 26 

Pat Brennan 28 

Molly Shambo 29 

Please send any updates for 

our prayer chain to  

Pat Baker at 

845-331-2556  

or  

pbaker727@yahoo.com 

The Mission for April will be the Veteran’s 
Reintegration Program in Saugerties.  

The basket items will be Flour and Sugar 
for Bread of Life.  

Allan & Bonnie Dumas 13 

Nita & William Rockwell 19 

Carla & Craig Paton 22 

Dan & Midge Stott 23 

Lia & Tom Rutski                             28 

Gary & Lisa Longto 30 



 



 

Church Growth, and Getting To Know You… 

As we embark on our mission of church growth and retention, we are looking at ways to get to know you better.  
We would like to create a database that would give us a better idea of who you are.  For starters, If we want to 
reach out to you, what’s your address?  Can we reach you by phone?  When is your birthday? Do you have chil-
dren who have been baptized and confirmed?   

We have created a very easy form to help us gather some information.  We would be happy if you would please 
take a few minutes to fill this form out, and return it to the church.  It will help us to work toward our goal of 
growing our congregation, and more importantly, to be able to reach out to you and get to know you better. 
Please know that this form is completely optional.  

You can either drop this completed form at church anytime, or you may mail it to the church at:        Hurley Re-
formed Church, PO Box 328, Hurley, NY 12443.  We also will soon have a link to this form on our Church 
website so you can complete it online. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Rev. Appleyard
-Pekich.   



 



 

Rev. William Appleyard-Pekich 

Pastor 
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